


Letter From The President

Almost every addition | comment on how time is flying and

promise this will be the last for a while. My mom has always

told me that as | get older, time will move faster. It is so

i NXZ£BoXthat | am getting older though). Therare not

enoughhours in the day However, | am not complaing. |

am so blessed!!!! We are all so blessed!!
We need to be thankful everyday but | would ask that we all slow down this
holiday season to reflect and be thankfiibr ALL the blessings in our lives. No
matter what is going on irour lives, there are others who are not as fortunate.
So | would like to take thispportunity to say Thank You to some blessings in
life. | am so thankful for my health! So many of us take that for grantery
day. Thank you to the folks that | workvith every day. The ones that work hard
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able to do what | love and to be able to share with othersarh so thankful for
the consumers that fuel the outlet that allows all of us to continue to express t
passion that is within us. Thankful for the beautiful product that we get to work
with everyday. How manyeople can say that theyej to work with a product
that has the power to tout another life. We all have an awesome job!!! | am
thankful for all of you!!! Members of the floral industry working for the
betterment of our trade and industry. Your passion and powers inspires and
motivates me. | am so mud to be a part of such an awesome group and a
GREAT Association!! | have so many blessings and | could go on and on. |
encourage you to pause to be thankful
GSFA is on the move!! RIlRuloda@ class was an awesome, awesome
experience!!A Life Class!! | ca@say enough about the experience andeel
those that were there will say the samé&heckout the high lights in this issue.
Convention is just around the corner! 65 yealisThisis one convention that you
don@want to miss!! So much information and resources are coming our way lik
never before.If you are looking for information to make you more profitable,
keep your doors open as well as inspiration for not only ydwands but for your
mind, this is for you!lThisis not hype!The board andl are working really hard to
bring GMEAE to the table. SAVE THE DATE!!! MAKE PLAIS@&4'tuned details
are coming!!

As always, thanks for all you do for GSFA and ouluistry!!
Happy Thanksgiving!

Randy Wooten AIFD, PFCI, CFD, GMF

GSFA President




Remember to take a look at the ‘*
Classified Section at the back. If you

Are a member of the State and a

District Association, then you will be

Able to take advantage of this

Section at absolutely no cost. For all

Others, the fee will be $10 per ad per

|ssue. So members be sure to take

Advantage of this new section!

Another feature we have added is #
"Your Two Cents." This is our new Q &

A section. What better way to stay
On top of what is going on across the
State than to ask questions and offer
| nput. Make sure you keep up with
This section and put in your two cents.

And finally, we have changed the
Layout so that each issue we will
Feature an arrangement on the cover

Of the News Flash.If you have a
Photo of an arrangement that you
Love, please send us your submissions.
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And as always, If you have any input
Don't hesitate to share.

Hollie Cothern GMF
News Flash Editor

gsfanewsflash@gmail.com
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District |

Kathy Deitz GMF
kathydeitz@gmail.com

District |
Victoria Harris GMF

forevermetobe@aol.com

District ||

Randy Stone GMF
Randystone327@yahoo.com

District V
Angie Day GMF

myflowerbasket@gmail.com

District VI
Stephanie Long

slongflowerlady@yahoo.com

District VII
Judy Moon

judymoon@bellsouth.net



Make the Cover Page!

If you would like to have an arrangement featured on the cover of
the News Flash here are the guidelines for submission:

1 Credit must be given to the floral deS|gner So if you are
submitting a design the 2 NOt ¢ arsondly, you must
obtain permissi

2 Credit must b
one that that yo
perm|SS|on fro re the picture

sion to

-Please send a clear picture with minimal back ground distractions.

Please include the floral desgner, photographer, and a brief
description of the design.

Please email if you have any questions. We look forward to
featuring your beautiful work!

Our Front Page
Feature:

The picture shown on the
cover page is a group
photo from the Phil
Rulloda Class.




Member opotlight

FPlowers by Will
Ponalsonvilleg, GH

Inthe summer of 1969, | started working on a local shop in Donalsonville and
worked for 3 months. | changed jobs in a Bainbridge flower shop and there u
1976. That year | started Green Thumb Florist in Donalsonville. There were t
florists in dready in town! In 1984 | sold Green Thumb. | had planned to chang
careers, but kept working for the new owner. After thrgears of working for that
shop as well as 18 months in management in a major fast food chain, | decide
go back into the floweshop ownership and opened Flowers by Will in the fall o
1987. | have been a member of GSFA since 1987 and attended my first conve
that year. | served on the state board for many years. My first involvement wa
preparing the Convention Program Bobkvas appointed Treasurer for 10 years
and secretary for 2 years following that. As president of SWGH#ict 5, | also
served as a director on the board. In District 5, | have held all positions and he
been Treasurer for the last 15 years. In 1992ceived the Retailer of the Year
and ward and my GMF in 1998. In 2002, | was given the Dick Timmons Lifeti
Achievement Award. | have continued in the same location for the past 24 yee
with lots of ups, downs, and seeing lots of changes in the imgudthe most
recent one being storm damage to the Midtown Shopping Center where | am
located. In the early hours of April 4, 2011, during a heavy rain, a high wind hi
north end of the building, rippinthe metal roof, which had been placed the
original flat top roof about 7 years ago. When the roof eaaff, it created holes
for the rain to come in dozens of places. We had ceiling tile and wet insulation
well as water everywhere. And no electricity!! My landlord sent in a crew to cl
up and dy the carpet. We had funeral orders to fill and could not close. We we
interviewed by a Tallahassee, Florida TV Station and made the evening news
day. With a generator, we continued to operate for the next 12 days. The met:
from the roof had rippedlown trees and electricity poles on the back of the
Shopping Center. Georgia Power could not get in tmséall electric service. | wa
also without electricity at home, so | spent 3 nights at a local motel.

And the story goes on!! On June 4, 2011,weaxe struck again by another storm
that destroyed the remaining roof of the Shopping Center. And it is still not
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on top and set it down in the parking lot during the night!




During these months of clean up and replacement of the roof, we have
worked through many misfortunes of leaks, more falling tiles, as well as a
complete replacement of the roof of my walk-in cooler. But we have
survived!

| lost all of my Christmas invento ry, as well as, some office equipment and
paperwork. Our roof is now complete and we are anticipating a great fall
and Christmas season.




